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Farm to School Program Comes to Petoskey Schools 

 

PETOSKEY – The Health Department of Northwest Michigan, in partnership with 
Groundwork Center for Resilient Communities and Public Schools of Petoskey, was recently 
awarded a $48,750 Farm to School planning Grant. This grant, one of four awarded in 
Michigan, will support the partners as they explore next steps for expanding the district’s 
farm to school program. It provides funding to increase the amount of healthy, local foods 
served in schools, and to create economic opportunities for local farmers.  
 
“We are thrilled to be able to work collaboratively with the Public Schools of Petoskey and 
Groundwork Center to strengthen and expand Farm to School efforts. Increasing the 
availability of local foods is one way to make the healthy choice the easy choice, for students, 
while also supporting our local economy,” said Natalie Kasiborski, Director of Community 
Health Services at the Health Department of Northwest Michigan.  

This farm to school grant will build upon other collaborative local food initiatives within the 
district, including Try-It Tuesdays, which provide a monthly opportunity for elementary 
school students to receive a brief classroom lesson and taste a locally grown vegetable or 
fruit, and Michigan’s 10 Cents a Meal for School Kids and Farms program, which provides a 
matching grant for schools to purchase Michigan-grown fruits, vegetables, and dry 
beans. Beth Kavanaugh, Food Service Director at the Public Schools of Petoskey, was 
recently one of three food service directors featured in a 10 Cents a Meal webinar about her 
successful experiences and strategies in serving locally grown food in her lunch 
program. With this current foundation of activities and partnerships, the farm to school 
grant will provide an opportunity to create a comprehensive plan that ensures forward 
momentum.  

Kavanaugh shared that she is committed to helping students “establish nutritious eating 
habits, increase fruit and vegetable consumption and reduce food waste, while also 
supporting health and educational experiences that will extend into their future.” Jen 
Schaap, Local Food Policy Specialist at Groundwork Center, “applauds Petoskey Schools 
Food Service and its volunteers for their commitment to the monthly tastings of seasonal 
produce, and to Kavanaugh’s dedication to buying from local growers using the 10 Cents a 
Meal reimbursement funds.”  

The Health Department of Northwest Michigan is mandated by the Michigan Public Health 
Code to promote wellness, prevent disease, provide quality healthcare, address health 
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problems of vulnerable populations, and protect the environment for the residents and 
visitors of Antrim, Charlevoix, Emmet, and Otsego counties.  
 
For additional information about the Farm to School grant, call Erin Luckhardt at 231-347-
5628 or visit www.nwhealth.org. 
 

### 
 

mailto:e.luckhardt@nwhealth.org
http://www.nwhealth.org/
http://www.nwhealth.org/

